
ANNUAL REPORT 2009/10

Cycling – Getting Australia Moving



The Cycling Promotion Fund (CPF) 
is committed to promoting and encouraging cycling  
and advocating for policies and investments  
to make cycling accessible, safe and convenient.

Established in 2000 by Bicycle Industries 
Australia Ltd. (BIA), the industry association  
for wholesalers, manufacturers and distributors 
of bicycles and bicycle related products and 
services, the CPF was created to enable the 
industry to promote cycling.

Our objectives are achieved through lifting 
awareness of the multiple benefits of cycling 
for individuals, communities, businesses and 

Government and advocate for policies and 
investments to create more cycle friendly 
communities.

The CPF is funded by membership 
contributions from bicycle industry companies. 
Membership contributions are voluntary and 
we reflect the commitment and vision from 
some of Australia’s largest wholesalers and 
distributors of bicycles.
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Making our communities more cycle 
friendly can help Australians fight climate 
change, address the obesity epidemic, 
reduce congestion and make our cities 
more liveable and of course help many 
more people realise just how much fun 
riding a bike is!

Our Aims
To create an environment where cycling is 
accessible, safe and convenient.

Our Objectives
n Cycling is held in high regard by all 

levels of Government as a way to 
improve the quality of life for all 
Australians

n Investment in cycling is regarded as a 
cost effective way to increase mobility, 
accessible recreation, physical activity 
levels and boost regional tourism

n Cycling is identified as a safe, popular 
and convenient activity for people of all 
ages

n People regard cycling as a great 
recreation, leisure, family, touring, 
transport, fitness and sport activity

By achieving these objectives, the cycling  
industry will continue to see increased 
growth of the entire sector.

n Actively promote the benefits of cycling 
for health, environment, transport and 
social reasons

n Provide factual data and information on 
all aspects of cycling to local, state  
and federal government, and other 
stakeholders through a wide variety  
of channels and publications

n Provide recognition of best practice 
and outstanding achievement in  
cycling by government, the not-for-
profit and volunteers sectors  
through the Australian Bicycling 
Achievement Awards

n Engage in alliances with experts in 
relevant sectors to ensure a sound 
basis for advice, promotion and 
recognition of best practice in cycling

n Work closely with the government to 
advocate for policies and programs to 
increase the level of safe cycling in 
Australia and encourage more 
Australians to get on their bikes

What we believe
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Chairman’s Report

Welcome to the 2009/10 annual report  
for the Cycling Promotion Fund  (CPF), 
the leading voice for cycling advocacy  
in Australia.

The CPF, an initiative of Bicycles Australia 
Ltd, was established in 2000 by a group 
of Australian wholesalers who understood 
that by working together we have the 
opportunity to foster and influence 
change that would significantly contribute 
to growing the numbers of people cycling 
and strengthen the entire cycling sector.

The last 12 months has seen the Cycling 
Promotion Fund reinforce its position 
as the leading advocate for the cycling 
sector. In a year that has seen many 
challenges for the bicycle industry, the 
decision to introduce a Canberra based 
Government Relations Manager, Stephen 
Hodge, is providing many positive results 
as governments begin to value the 
importance of including bicycles in health, 
transport and recreation planning.

One of the key highlights of Stephen’s 
engagement with the federal government 
was direct requests for advice during the 
development of the Federal Government’s 
Economic Stimulus package. Being 
identified as a key leader in the cycling 
sector, allowed critical information to be 
provided which supported the $40million 
provided through the National Bike Path 
Projects. Many of the projects funded 
through this program are now coming to a 
conclusion, with an estimated $100million 
being spent on bike infrastructure through 
local contributions.

The impact of the global financial climate 
has made Stephen’s role even more 
critical to the ongoing strength of the 
entire bicycle sector. Bike sales last 
year were impacted by the widespread 
consumer caution in Australia. 

Coming as it has after a period of solid 
growth the industry is trying to digest 
excess capacity at wholesale and retail 
levels. Clearly the industry needs to state 
its case more skilfully and loudly. We 
are now at an opportune time when the 
industry needs to join together in urging 
Australian Governments to cater better for 
all types of cycling.

The return of an industry trade show 
under the banner ‘Ausbike’ has been 
a welcome opportunity for most of us 
in the industry to get together for a few 
days. There is never enough time for this. 
We hope that the show can become 
a permanent spot on the bike industry 
calendar.

Throughout the year we also had a 
number of staff changes, with Rosemarie 
Speidel looking for some fresh challenges 
after almost ten years leading the 
organisation. Rosemarie’s vision and 
energy has certainly been a significant 
driving force behind many of the 
achievements of the CPF. I would like to 
personally thank Rosemarie for her efforts 
in promoting cycling.

Lastly, I would like to thank the companies 
who support the CPF for their vision and 
I hope others in the industry are inspired 
to join the collective effort and take 
advantage of the significant opportunities 
to boost cycling in Australia. This will 
not only benefit the bottom line but also 
individuals, communities, governments 
and the nation.

The year has been a challenge for many 
in the industry, but if we continue to work 
together, we will see the benefits of the 
hard work of Bicycle Industries Australia 
and Cycling Promotion Fund activities. 

Noel McFarlane
CHAIRPERSON

Noel McFarlane
CHAIRPERSON

Graeme West
SECRETARY

Geoff Ward
TREASURER

Felicity Dales
BOARD MEMBER
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General Manager’s Report

The year was a challenge for many 
in the industry and it was no different 
in the Cycling Promotion Fund office. 
Arriving into the position in April this year, 
I very quickly discovered the enormous 
challenges in continuing to support and 
promote cycling while engaging with the 
wholesalers, distributors and retailers 
throughout Australia.

My first few months were focussed on 
the delivery of the Australian Bicycling 
Achievement Awards, held at Old 
Parliament House in Canberra in June. 
Like many in the industry, the work hasn’t 
slowed down since then.

Before I go much further, I must mention 
the work of Rosemarie Speidel, who’s role 
I have now filled. Leaving in December 
2009, after almost 10 years at the helm, 
Rosemarie was known by many in the 
industry and achieved much to promote 
cycling to all levels. 

I must congratulate Chris Star and 
Stephen Hodge for their outstanding 
efforts in maintaining so much forward 
momentum for the organisation in the 
period between Rosemarie’s departure in 
December and my arrival April 2010. 

Along with the delivery of activities, much 
of my time has been spent engaging with  
the industry, there have been many 
conversations and I have received 
significant feedback from those who 
have ideas and issues which will receive 
attention in the coming year.

The bicycle sector is at an exciting 
juncture in time, both challenging and 
rewarding, we are still encountering the 
effects of the Global Financial Crisis, 
debates about safety, acceptance of 
cycling in the transport sectors, and the 
impact of a global market on Australia. I 
look forward to working with the industry 
to achieve benefits for all.

Peter Bourke
GENERAL MANAGER

Stephen Hodge
GOVERNMENT RELATIONS MANAGER

Peter Bourke
GENERAL MANAGER 

From April 2010

Rosemarie Spiedel
PROGRAM DIRECTOR 

Until Dec 2009

Chris Star
PROJECT OFFICER
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TheRe hAS been A 32% inCReASe in The nuMbeR  
Of peOple CyClinG in AuSTRAliA SinCe 2000



Research
The CPF has been the leading agency 
in the collection of data and information 
which has been utilised to promote 
cycling to all levels of government within 
Australia.

This has included information to support 
publications such as:

n An Australian Vision for Active Transport

n Cycling - Getting Australia Moving

n Cycling - Moving Australia Forward

n Economic Benefits of Cycling

And Fact Sheets:

n Bicycles are good for business

n Cyclists live longer

n A bike can save you money

n Cycling is good for communities

n Health benefits of cycling

n Environmental benefits of cycling

The CPF is supporting the development 
of Cost benefit ratios for bicycle 
infrastructure.

This research has also supported 
submissions to:

n Henry Tax Review

n Infrastructure Australia

n Crawford Sport Panel of Inquiry

n National Preventative Health Taskforce 
submission

Communicate
The range and  quality of projects and 
opportunities to encourage and promote 
cycling has been increasing considerably 
around Australia. Through its networks, 
the CPF keeps up to date on innovative 
and effective projects both in Australia 
and internationally and promotes them 
through a range of communication 
channels.

One of the largest tools utilised is the 
Australian Bicycling Achievement Awards. 
The awards recognise innovation and 
commitment of individuals and groups 
in the promotion and encouragement 
of cycling across Australia. The Awards 
have been a leading showcase of cycling 
projects since 2002.

The Awards are supported by 
Government, community and industry, 
and provide an effective platform to 
encourage and promote innovation, 
maintain momentum and sustain action 
around Australia

Advocate
The CPF is already seeing considerable 
returns from the financial commitment 
to engage a Government Relations 
Representative in Canberra who has 
focused on boosting the commitment by 
the Federal Government.

We have been able to engage and foster 
many partnerships, most importantly 
in the areas of health, transport and 
infrastructure, gaining support across 
political parties.

Our investment has already been paying 
dividends with a direct involvement in the 
negotiations for the $40 millions National 
Bike Path Projects (Jobs Fund) and other 
parts of the stimulus package that have 
boosted investment in cycling by an 
estimated $100 million in 2009/10.

This has enabled local councils across 
Australia to improve cycling infrastructure 
and leave a long term legacy in better 
conditions for cyclists.
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Our Strategies

L–R: Parliamentary Cycling Group, 
Riders on the Hill: The Hon Sussan Ley MP, 
Member for Farrer NSW; Mark Dreyfus 
QC, MP, Member for Isaacs VIC; Julie 
Owens MP, Member for Parramatta NSW; 
Bernie Ripoll MP, Member for Oxley QLD; 
The Hon Kevin Andrews MP, Member 
for Menzies; Stephen Hodge, CPF 
Government Relations Manager.
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Cpf expenses 2009/10 financial year $300,500

Bank Interest Received

CPF Publications

Statistic Project

Sponsorship

CPF Supporter Membership

CPF Full Membership

BIA Member Fees
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Cpf income 2009/10 financial year $274,500

Since the establishment 

of the CPF, we have 

invested over $2.3 million 

in the promotion of 

cycling and advocating 

for change to create 

improved environments 

for cyclists

bicycle Sales
This marks the 10th year in a row that 
bicycle sales in Australia have outstripped 
cars and the 8th year in a row they have 
exceeded 1 million.

“Australian bicycle sales have shown 
amazing strength throughout the global 
recession,” said Stephen Hodge, 
spokesperson for the CPF.

“The fact that bike sales have held up so 
strongly thoughout the last year indicates 
that Australians are aware of the benefits 
of cycling and want to ride”.

“Governments at all levels have been 
investing in cycling infrastructure which is 
critical to lowering the barriers to getting 
more people active on bikes. But more 
needs to be done,” Hodge added.

fAST fACTS
n Over 50% of car trips in Australian cities are under 5km and 30% are less than 3 km.

n Transport is responsible for 34% of household greenhouse gas emissions

n 1.91 million Australians adults cycled in 2009 (11.1% of the population)

n Cycling is ranked fourth for participation of all physical activities in Australia

n The Australian Bicycle Industry is worth approximately $1 billion and employs an 
estimated 6,000 people.

ANNUAL SALES CARS* BICYCLES#

2000 787,100 926,924
2001 772,681 774,938
2002 824,309 1,109,736
2003 909,811 1,003,844
2004 955,229 1,247,991
2005 988,269 1,168,601
2006 962,521 1,199,854
2007 1,049,982 1,427,738
2008 1,012,164 1,203,628
2009 937,328 1,154,077
TOTAL 9,199,394 11,217,331

Australian bicycle and Motor Vehicle Sales 2009

* Source: VFACTS      # Based on Australian Customs import figures
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expert Advisory Committee

The Expert Advisory Committee (EAC) 
comprises recognised Australian 
experts from the health, infrastructure 
and transport sectors, providing further 
validity and detailed knowledge to the 
submissions and publications developed 
by the CPF. 

The EAC provides expert advice and acts 
as a resource  to the CPF for independent 
direction on policy, Government 
submissions, research and strategic 
direction to ensure we achieve our vision.

This independent group of experts are 
unique in the sector and ensure the 
ongoing credibility of all approaches to 
government by the CPF.

Dr Jan Garrard 
Senior Lecturer,  

School of Health and  
Social Development,  

Deakin University, 
Consultant on Active 
Transport and Health 

Intervention Evaluations

Dr Cameron Monroe 
Transport Planner,  

Sinclair Knight Merz

Professor Nicholas Low 
Professor of Environmental 

Planning, Director  
of Australasian Research 
Centre for the Governance 

and Management of  
Urban Transport

Associate Professor  
Chris Rissel 

Director Health Promotion 
Service, Sydney South 

West Area Health Service, 
University of Sydney

Alton Twine 
Executive Director, 
Transport Strategy 

Implementation,  
Integrated Transport 

Planning, Queensland 
Department of Transport 

and Main Roads

MAkiNG AusTRALiA MoRe CyCLiNG fRieNDLy RequiRes visioN, 
CoMMiTMeNT, ACTioN, iNNovATioN AND PeRsisTeNCe. 

wiThouT The woRk of DeDiCATeD iNDiviDuALs AND 
oRGANisATioNs, MANy of The fACiLiTes AND iNiTiATives ThAT 
we hAve The beNefiT of ToDAy wouLD NoT eveN exisT.



Making Australia more cycling friendly 
requires vision, commitment, action, 
innovation and persistence.

Without the work of dedicated individuals 
and organisations, many of the facilities 
and initiatives that we have the benefit of 
today would not be there.

The CPF established The Australian 
Bicycling Achievement Awards in 2002 to 
recognise innovation, achievement and 
best practice in bicycling programs. 

The Awards are supported by the 
Federal Government, the National Heart 
Foundation, Australian Cyclist and other 
stakeholders and are an effective strategy 
to encourage and promote innovation, 
maintain momentum and sustain action 
around Australia.

The keynote address for this years 
Awards was delivered by Maxine McKew, 
Parliamentary Secretary for Infrastructure, 
Transport, Regional Development and 
Local Government.

Award Sponsors
In 2009, the CPF has been privileged to 
have the support of the National Heart 
Foundation as the principal sponsor and 
the Australian Cyclist who has supported 
the Awards since their inception in 2002.

Their commitment to these awards and 
the promotion of cycling further reinforces 
the importance of these awards and 
the impact of cycling programs on the 
Australian community.
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The Australian bicycling Achievement Awards

Below: 2009 Award Winners outside Old Parliament House, Canberra.

Rear, L–R: Edward Lancaster (bikerepairs.com.au), Geoff Farrar (for Warren Salomon), 
Andy  Turner (Blue Mountains City Council), Damian Maclennan (Sydney Cyclist), Ben 
Burnard (Bowden Brompton Community School)

Middle, L–R: Paul and Di Truebridge (Pedal Power ACT), Andrew Dodds (for BIKESydney), 
Alf Walker (Brunswick Cycling Club)

Front, L–R: Maxine McKew (for Anthony Albanese), Rachel Nolan (Minister for Transport, 
Queensland), Crystal Reed (Munda Biddi Trail Foundation), Joanna Ferris (Sunshine Coast 
Council), Senator Christine Milne
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Cycling Promotion Award of the 
Year Honorary Category

JOINT WINNERS

Damian Maclennan
Sydney Cyclist 
New South Wales

Paul and Di Truebridge
Volunteers, Pedal Power ACT 
Australian Capital Territory

Cycling Promotion Award of the 
Year Professional Category

WINNER

Warren Salomon
Bicycle Federation of Australia (BFA) 
Representative, Australian Bicycle Council 
New South Wales 

Special Achievement Award by a 
Bicycle Organisation

WINNER

BIKESydney
New South Wales

HONOURABLE MENTION

Brunswick Cycling Club
Victoria

Local Government Award for 
Special Initiative to Encourage and 
Promote Cycling

WINNER

Sunshine Coast Council
Queensland

HONOURABLE MENTION

Blue Mountains City
New South Wales

Award for an Educational 
Institution for Innovation in 
Encouraging Cycling to School

WINNER

Bowden Brompton Community School
South Australia

Award for Bicycle Friendly 
Business

WINNER

The Munda Biddi Trail Foundation
West Australia

Award for Contribution towards 
Cycling by a Politician

WINNER

the Hon. Rachel Nolan MP
Minister for Transport 
Queensland

HONOURABLE MENTION

Senator Christine Milne
Tasmania

HONOURABLE MENTION

The Hon Anthony Albanese MP
New South Wales

Award for Contribution towards 
Cycling by a Bicycle Retailer

WINNER

bikerepairs.com.au
New South Wales

Award Winners

Key participants
n Maxine McKew MP, 

Parliamentary Secretary for 
Infrastructure, Transport, Regional 
Development and Local Government

n The Hon Bruce Billson, 
Shadow Minister for Small Business, 
Deregulation, Competition Policy  
and Sustainable Cities

n Senator Christine Milne, 
Deputy Leader, Australian Greens

n The Hon Kevin Andrews MP,
Member for Menzies

n Julie Owens MP,
Member for Parramatta

n Bernie Ripoll MP, Member for Ipswich

n Chris Hayes MP, Member for Werriwa

n Rachel Nolan, Queensland Minister 
for Transport

n Caroline Le Couteur, Greens Member 
of the ACT Legislative Assembly

n Tony Stubbs, 
Heart Foundation CEO - ACT

n Cameron Prout, 
Heart Foundation CEO - Queensland

n Cheryl Thomas, Executive Director, 
Council of Capital City Lord Mayors

n Rolf Fenner, Senior Policy Advisor, 
Australian Local Government 
Association

n Susan Davidson, CEO, Diabetes 
Australia

n Phil Sochon, Deputy CEO, 
Australasian Railways Association

n Elizabeth Hole, Chief Operating 
Officer, Bicycle NSW

Representatives from the following local 
governments from around Australia

n City of Greater Bendigo 

n District Council of Mount Remarkable

n Yarra City Council 

n District Council of Mt Barker

n Warringah Council 

n Banyule City Council

n Meander Valley Council 

n Dubbo City Council 

n The Barossa Council 

n Blue Mountains City Council 

n Sunshine Coast Regional Council 

n Greater Shepparton City Council

n Lake Macquarie City Council
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nominees

99 Bikes

Abbotsford Cycles

Cr Alison Clarke

Allansford Primary School

Amy Gillett Foundation 

The Hon Anthony Albanese, MP

Barossa to Tamworth Charity Bike Ride

Bay Bicycle Users Group

Beach Road Cyclist

Ben Mikic Foundation for Young Cyclists

Bicycle NSW 2009 Helmet Competition

bikerepairs.com.au

BIKESydney

Blue Mountains City Council

Bowden Brompton Community School

Brunswick Cycling Club

Caroline Le Couteur, MLA

Chris Hayes, MP

Chris Tallentire, MLA

Christine Milne

City of Ballarat

City of Darebin

City of Greater Bendigo

City of Onkaparinga

City of Stirling

City of Sydney

Cog Bike Cafe

Commuter Cycles

Cycle Education Pty Ltd

Damian Maclennan

David Sharp

Dawson Park Primary School

District Council of Mount Remarkable

District Council of Mount Barker

Dubbo City Council

Eastern Metropolitan Regional Council

Elizabeth Hole

Evans & Peck

Greater Shepparton Council

Hepburn Shire

Hobart Bike Kitchen

Hobsons Bay Bicycle User Group

Cr Jackie Fristacky

Jim Hondrakis

Cr John McInerney

Joseph Grimes

Kate Simnett

Khoa Bui

King Street Cyclery

Lake Macquarie City Council

Leinster Primary School

Martin & Juliana Wisata

Meander Valley Council

Mount Alexander Shire

North Beach Primary School

NRMA Gold Medal Challenge

Paul and Di Truebridge

Pony Bikes

Rachel Nolan

Ray Plasto

Raynie McNee

Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital 
Cycle Centre

Rosemarie Speidel

Ryan Wilson

Cr Sam Gaylard

Scott Peoples Foundation

Sergeant Simon Rimmer

Singleton Council

Southern Cross District High School

Stockland Corporation

Sugar Spokes

Sunshine Coast Council

The Active School Travel Program

The Barossa Council

The Bike Boutique

Shearwater - The Mullumbimby Steiner 
School

The Munda Biddi Trail Foundation

The Punters

TrailMix

Travis Deane

Victoria Police

Monash Student Association/The Bikery

Warren Salomon

Warringah Council

Warrnambool City Council

Whitehorse Cyclists

Woree State School

Yarra Bicycle Users Group Radio

Yarra City Council
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Key Outcomes which have 
been achieved through this role 
in 2009/2010 include:

 Develop evidence-based 
arguments for and funding models 
to encourage the government to 
increase funding for cycling 
infrastructure.

n Collaboration with Queensland 
Government and Infrastructure Australia 
to analyse national economic benefit 
framework for bicycle infrastructure.

n Facilitation of meetings between 
transport experts and government 
bureaucrats.

n Presentations and meetings with Bus 
and Rail industry CEOs and Board 
committees for the integration of 
cycling with public transport.

n Assisted at launch of national bus and 
rail industry strategy launch to Minister 
for Transport.

n Direct assistance to Australian Greens 
during negotiations for $40m National 
Bike Path Projects.

- National Alliance for Benefit  
Cost Ratios (BCR) Framework 
The efforts to achieve an agreed 
national framework to identify Benefit 
Cost Ratios and Demand Prediction 
Models for cycling infrastructure are of 
critical importance for cycling to realise 
a greater share of available 
infrastructure funding. Ongoing 
discussions between Infrastructure and 
State agencies have identified core 
elements to be included in these ratios.

 Develop evidence-based 
arguments for and lobby to get 
government funding for programs 
which encourage more cycling 
(eg. ride to school, ride to work).

n Meetings with senior Department of 
Health bureaucrats and key experts in 
fields of health prevention.

n Active support for national programs 
for cycling participation to senior 
Department of Health bureaucrats.

n Established active engagements with 
key national health and research 
organisations for joint campaigns to 
government.

n Liaison with Queensland Government 
to assist request to Amy Gillett 
Foundation for state-wide marketing 
program development.

- Department of Health and  
Ageing and other professionals 
Presented information and research 
developed through Prof Chris Rissell 
(member of CPF EAC) in the Cycling 
Connecting Communities study 
which looked at the impact of a 
range of interventions to get people 
cycling more in an urban community 
setting (western Sydney). 

 This is the first time such a rigorous 
study (with a control nonintervention 
urban area) has been conducted that 
provides some cost data on getting 
Australians more active with cycling.

- Work to support national initiatives 
have now borne fruit with this year’s 
announcement by the Minister for 
Health and Ageing to provide $1m 
funding under the ‘Healthy 
Communities’ program for Austcycle, 
a joint Cycling Australia/Amy Gillett 
Foundation initiative for a national 
community cycle skills program.  
The program was initially a joint 
initiative with the Bicycle Federation 
of Australia.

Government Relations Manager

The role or the Government 
Relations Manager was 
introduced in August 2007,  
with Stephen hodge taking  
the role to improve the ability 
of the Cpf to influence  
federal discussions. 

Aspects of the role include:

n Strategic direction and planning

n Media advice/strategy

n Advocacy activities 
(Parliament, Government, other)

n Joint stakeholder meetings, alliance 
building within and external to 
bicycle sector and policy advice

n Government relations and 
communications strategy

n Manage communications with 
parliamentarians and other key 
audiences
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 Work with key government 
politicians/bodies/ committees to 
promote the development of 
cycling friendly policies

n Regular liaison with Members of 
Parliament on issues of policy and 
feedback on policy initiatives.

n Liaison with Members of Parliament 
and Senators for all matters relating to 
their appearances at Bicycling 
Achievement Awards, including briefing 
notes, media and advisor liaison etc.

n Support and briefing assistance for the 
first Private Members Motion in support 
of cycling. Bernie Ripoll MP, Member 
for Ipswich, 16 November 2009.

n Support to industry lobbying delegation 
for discussions on cross-border 
taxation issues.

n Support to Members of Parliament for 
their charitable cycling activities, Hon 
Tony Abbott MP, Bernie Ripoll MP, Julie 
Owens MP.

n Organisation of Riders on the Hill, 
Parliamentary cycling group — 
ongoing.

n Appearances with senior politicians for 
cycling events, e.g. launch MC for 
$36m cycle path with Queensland 
Premier Anna Bligh and Minister for 
Transport, Rachel Nolan.

- Private Members Motion (PMM)
 The first PMM has been accepted 
for debate in the Parliament on 16 
November. Proposed by Bernie 
Ripoll MP the Member for Oxley, this 
will be the first such Motion listed for 
debate in the House. The seconder 
was Julie Owens MP Member for 
Parramatta. Two other speakers will 
each have a chance to speak in 
support of the motion. These would 
normally be cross bench members 
who also support the motion.

- Public Transport sector 
Presentations to Australian Railways 
Associations Passenger Rail 
Operators group at the national ARA 
conference in Adelaide in November.

- Parliamentary Cycling Group 
Ongoing liaison with members of the 
federal Parliamentary cycling group, 
‘Riders on the Hill’. The group 
continues to provide numerous 
opportunities to meet parliamentarians  
and their staff in an informal setting. 
It is also a valuable opportunity to 
seek information and advice on 
various issues.

Stimulus package
In 2008, the federal government 
announced a Stimulus package to 
combat the Global Financial Crisis.

The CPF played a key role in the 
negotiations for the National Bike Path 
Projects during the Senate negotiations by 
the Greens in 2009 when it was asked by 
them to provide a national list of ‘shovel-
ready’ projects that could be funded 
under a stimulus program. In consultation 
with key stakeholders in all states this 
project was undertaken by the CPF’s 
Government Relations Manager Stephen 
Hodge and supplied to Senator Milne. 

When the debate moved on to the 
importance of job creation as a key 
part of the stimulus package, the CPF 
was again sought to provide solid data 
on the job creation potential of bicycle 
infrastructure. The result of the Greens 
negotiations in the Senate was the largest 
ever direct federal investment in cycling 
infrastructure, the $40 million National 
Bike Path Projects.

The CPF also calculated that roughly 
one third of all Community Infrastructure 
Program funding to local governments 
was invested in projects that are for 
cycling, walking and physical activity and 
that a total of around $100m has been 
spent on cycling infrastructure across all 
stimulus programs, including the National 
Bike Path Projects in 2009-10.

Left: Rachel Nolan, Queensland 
Minister for Transport, Stephen 
Hodge and Anna Bligh, Premier 
of Queensland at the opening of 
the new Sir Leo Hielscher bridge
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