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Who’s got the best policies for cycling? 

An overview of the policies and commitments for cycling in the 2016 federal election. 
 

 
Above: 2016 Election flyer from Australian bicycle organisations   

 

The election campaign is all but done and the policies and funding announcements likely to 
have an impact on cycling are now on the table. 
 
National Summit 
Since the CPF brought Australian bicycle organisations together in the Australian Bicycle 
Summit in March 2016, a strong national consensus has been articulated around a core 
requirement to make the choice to cycle attractive, convenient and safe. 
 
For the 2016 federal election, every State, Territory and national bicycle organisation joined 
to call for a $10 per person investment in bicycle infrastructure to boost rates of cycling in 
this country. 
 

http://www.cyclingpromotion.org/#!australian-bicycle-summit/t7gi9
http://media.wix.com/ugd/27b1f8_236cea8830f24328821fe953463cdc12.pdf
http://media.wix.com/ugd/27b1f8_236cea8830f24328821fe953463cdc12.pdf
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An increased participation in riding bikes for transport and recreation is one of the best 
investments for health, transport, environment and liveable communities but commitment 
is needed to realise this opportunity. 
 
The Big Commitments 
 
Two parties have responded to our call by committing to invest at least $10 per person, the 
Greens, who committed a billion dollars over the next four years, and the Australian Cyclists 
Party who doubled it to $480m each year. But they will struggle to implement their agenda 
unless a balance of power sharing agreement has to be negotiated after the poll on 2 July. 
 
It is therefore vital to understand how the policies and funding announcements of the major 
parties will move Australia towards an environment is more favourable for Australians who 
want to ride a bike for short trips. A brief overview of the main policies for each party 
follows. 
 
Letters to each Party leader 
 
In an attempt to get the major parties to outline their policies on cycling, the CPF forwarded 
a letter to each leader in May on behalf of Australian bicycle organisations asking them to 
lay out their policies for cycling. These letters and the responses we received can be read 
here. 
 
 

Policy Overview 
 
Please also see our website for more information on some of the major announcements: 
www.cyclingpromotion.org. 
 
 

COALITION 
 
On 29 April, the Coalition released their Smart Cities Plan which, among many measures, 
linked the solution to better cities, lower congestion and improved health and productivity 
outcomes to more active travel (cycling and walking) and public transport. Prime Minister 
Turnbull appointed an Assistant Minister for Cities and Digital Transformation, the Hon 
Angus Taylor MP to oversee their cities agenda. 
 
On 20 June, the Coalition announced their policy for Smart Cities which differed in language 
from the earlier plan and was not explicit on active travel, but maintained the essential 
elements of the earlier launch including City Deals. We discussed these in an election 

http://www.cyclingpromotion.org/#!2016-federal-election/xuczj
http://www.cyclingpromotion.org/
https://www.liberal.org.au/coalitions-policy-smart-cities
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update on 28 June here. Key infrastructure announcements that may include cycling 
components: 
 

• Flinders Link rail project here 
• Sustainable Cities Investment Fund $100m 
• Smart Cities and Suburbs Program $50m 

 
Many announcements for physical activity initiatives were made by the Prime Minister and 
Health Minister Sussan Ley as part of their focus on healthier children —announcements 
which total nearly $250m across the country. The Sporting Schools Program – which may 
include cycling skills activities – received a boost of $60m (here). Some of the relevant 
projects are listed below (thanks to our friends at the Heart Foundation for the list): 
 

• Maclean River Board Walk, NSW  $1.8m 
• Burrum Heads bike path, QLD  $0.25m 
• Sarina BMX riders facility upgrade, QLD $0.35m 
• Mt Archer walkway and bike track, QLD $1.5m 

 
 

LABOR 
 
The Labor Party has a strong record from their previous term in Government with their 
National Urban Policy; establishment of Infrastructure Australia; Walking, Riding and Access 
to Public Transport Report and National Urban Policy Forum to provide leadership for Active 
Travel investment federally. The economic benefit of $1.43 for every kilometre cycled for 
transport is embedded in these policies. 
 
Shadow Cities and Infrastructure Minister, Anthony Albanese, has again committed Labor to 
re-establish those landmark bodies and implement the recommendations of the key policies 
and reports and a key section of their Infrastructure Policy (here) is devoted to Active Travel.  
 
Explicit commitments for cycling are: 
 

• Inner West Greenway, Sydney  $7.25m 
• Australian Bicycle Council & National Cycling Strategy $1.25m 
• Establish a Walking, Riding and Access to Public Transport Council 
• Labor’s 10 Point Plan for Cities also includes investing in active transport solutions 

which connect up with public transport, education and employment hubs. 
 
  

http://www.cyclingpromotion.org/#!2016-federal-election/xuczj
https://www.liberal.org.au/coalitions-policy-build-flinders-link-rail-project
https://www.liberal.org.au/coalitions-policy-smart-cities
https://www.liberal.org.au/coalitions-policy-smart-cities
https://www.liberal.org.au/coalitions-policy-more-sport-our-schools
http://www.100positivepolicies.org.au/labors_positive_plan_for_infrastructure
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GREENS 
 
The Greens have a strong focus on a range of public and active transport modes and have 
committed to establishing an Active Transport Fund worth $250 million annually for cycling 
and walking infrastructure (see policy here) over the next four years.  
 
Apart from the Cyclists Party commitment, this is the single largest commitment every made 
from a federal political party. 
 
In terms of behaviour change and safety measures, the Greens continued to advocate 
strongly in support of the Amy Gillett Foundation’s ‘A Metre Matters’ campaign. 
 
 

AUSTRALIAN CYCLISTS PARTY 
 
The Australian Cyclists Party, campaigning in their first federal election, believe the 
Government needs to spend significantly more on improving cycle ways and facilities for 
cyclists and have called for $20 per person to be invested.  
 
At double the Greens commitment, this would be a herculean task to get across the line in 
Parliament, but is nevertheless miniscule in comparison to the enormous sums invested in 
roads each year. Despite this, we regard this core ACP policy as something worth attention 
but aspirational for the time being. 
 
The ACP’s policies can be seen here.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Cycling Promotion Fund (CPF) is an initiative of the bicycle industry in 
Australia and is committed to promoting and encouraging cycling and 

advocating for policies and investments to make cycling accessible, safe and 
convenient. More information: www.cyclingpromotion.com.au 

 

http://media.wix.com/ugd/27b1f8_89a2e02cfd6643319943f4c05b8630e3.pdf
https://australian-cyclists-party.org.au/our-policies-3/
http://www.cyclingpromotion.com.au/

